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ASKBOITRITS  UR13AN  DISTRICT  GOWCIL 


Annual  Report  of  tlie  lvled5.cal  Officer  of 

the  Year  ended  Slst  Decoriher,  lgi&A»V{l8 


To  the  Chairman  and  Menhers  of  the  Ashbourne  Urba 
Council, 


Gentlemen, 

The  area  of  the  District  is  1075  acres  of 
land  and  water  and  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end 
of  1944  was  1554,  IIo  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the 
year  either  by  the  Council  or  537’  private  enterprise. 

The  rateable  value  of  the  district  is 
£52,401,  and  the  sum  produced  bjr'a  Id  rate  is  £131,  Os,  2d, 
The  population  is  estiraated  at  4,869. 


Vital  S tadbisJ:J.^s_ 

^T}.ie  number  of  live  births  in  1944  was  97, 
of  whom  55  were  males  and  42  females;  six  of  the  births 
were  illegitimate,  5 wore  males  and  1 female  as  compared 
V'/ith  a total  of  12  in  1943,  the  number  thus  returning, 
approximatel3r,  to  the  lower  total  of  1942,  in  which  year 
there  were  only  5 illegitimate  births.  The  number  of  still 

births  was  also  less  than  in  1943,  viz:  3,  and  all  of  them 

were  illegitimate,-  Tlie  toto.l  number  of  births  v;as  loss  than 
in  1943  by  3,  and  than  the  total  of  1942  by  2.  In  those  ■'■’■cars 

the  totals  wer-e  the  highest  on  record,  viz:  100  in  1943  and  99 

in  1942.  In  the  last  year  before  'bho  war  (1939)  the  total 
number  of  births  was  onl:?’  58, 

Tlie  birth  Tate  for  1944  is  19,92  as  compared 
wi’bh  20.12  in  1943  and  19,68  in  1942.  The  birth  rate  for  the 
3'ear,  1944  is  the  second  highest  on  record  for  the  Urban  District 
of  Ashbourne.  The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
V/ales  is  17,6  for  1944. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1944  in  the  Urban 
District  of  Ashbourne  was  57  of  which  33  were  males  and  24- 
females,  T]iis  compares  unfavourabl^r  with  47  in  1943,  56 
in  1942,.  52  in  1941  but  is  more  favourable  than  in  the  tlircc 
preceding  3'-ears  in  each  of  which  the  total  v/as  over  70.  The 
ago  of  those  who  die  still  continues  high.  More  than  half 
of  the  57  had  reached  the  ago  of  70;  13  were  over  80,  and  of 
those  13,  eight  v/erc  over  85  and  one  had  reached  the  age  of 
90. 


The  death  rate  for  1944-  is  11.7,  considerabl^r 
above  the  phenomenal  rate  for  1943  and  also  higher  than  in 
1942  and  194-1,  but  lov/er  than  in  3?-oars  before  this.  The 
death  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  a.nd  Wales  in  194-4  was 
about  the  same  as  in  the  Ashbourne  Urban  District,  viz:  11.6, 
Infantile  Mortalit3r  Tlie  number  of  deaths  of  infants  undor 
ono’  TMBal?  *of  ITgo  in  1944  was  one  male  as  compared  vmth  2 
deaths  in  1943  and  5 in  1942,  representing  an  infantile  death 
rate  of  10  as  compared  with  46  for  the  v/holo  of  England  and 
V/ales, 


The  conmionest  single  cause  of  death  in  the 
Urban  District  was,  as  usual,  Heart  Disease  - there  being  7 
deaths  of  males  and  4 of  females,  a total  of  11  as  compared 
with  9 in  1943.  Tliore  were,  in  addition,  6 deaths  from 
intracranial  vascular  lesions  such  as  cerebral  hemorrhage, 

5 of  the  6 occur.ring  in  v/omen,  an  indication,  probably,  of 
the  extra  strain  on  the  nervous  and  circulatory  systems  to 
v/hich  women  have  been  subjected  during  war  conditions.  The 
death  rate  for  these  circulator3r  conditions  in  194-4  is  3,5. 

Deaths  from  Rospirator3^  Diseases  consisted 
of  -tv/o  deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  one  frcrni  Pneumonia,  the  first/ 
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? 

/first  death  fT’om  pneumonia  in  the  district  in  3 years. 

There  was  one  death  from  Tuberculosis,  half  the  number  that 
has  occurred  in  the  last  few  years. 

There  were  onlv  3 deaths  from  cancer  in  1944.^  There 
is  further  indication  that  the  mortality 

diminishing  in  the  district  as  there  were  6 deaths  in  jL94o, 

4 in  1942,  4 in  1941  and  11  in  1940,  There  were  3 deaths 
frcjra  infuenza,  one  less  than  in  1943,  and  no  deaths  from 
Zymotic  disease,  diarrhoea  or  appendicitis. 

Inf6Oti6u0  Diseases  . 

There  was  a big  drop  in  the  number  of 

notifications  from  240  in  1943  to  55  in  1944.  Though  measles 
and  whoop^^^  still  persisted,  the  number  of  cases  was 

miioh  less  kept  un  bv  tho  fact  that  there  wore  still  a number 
of  ohiltoon  who  hid  noYor  had  the  diseases  and  by  the  Pi-csehoo 
of  ovaoueos  from  the  South  of  England.  In  the  whole  year  there 
w^ri^new  cases  of  ^measles  and  14  of  whooping  cough  whoso  age 

was  generally  of  scarlet  Eeyor  than 

usual  the  number  of  new  cases  being  16,  and  containing  a larger 
nronortion  of  adults  than  usual.  The  chief  outbreak  oocurred 
in  March  and  April  and  appears  to  ^^^^.^P^^^mated  in  a wor^r 

?Lr^:  re™f  nSSS?  S^d^^os^aS^e^^e^laipfnis 

f ntGrtainmonts.  A fair  proportion  of  the  cases  in 
oSSrlah^ere  adults  - 7 out  of  10,  a fact 
-;nn-ponqr-  the  probability  of  tho  cause  and  method  of  the 
inSreah  All  thf  oases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  sent  to  Bolper 
Isolation  Hospital  with  the  exception  of  one  military  case  who 
was  removed  to  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  at  Derby. 

There  have  been  again  no_ oases  of  Diphtheria 

in  the  District  sinoo  the  adoption  of  Immunisation  in  194  . 

So  tonunisaticn  Clinic  is  still  held  at  my  surgery  every 
Seturdav  at  2 o'clock,  at  vhioh  children  belonging  to  the  Drban 
D?steiot  are  ilmui?sed  at  tho  public  expense.  As  there  is  a 
little  slackness  being  shown  to  apply  for  this  most  va_ua  1 
safSSald  against  a dWrous  and  dreaded  disease,  may  I suggest 
that  thrCoSSi  take  smo  moasures  to  bring  the  notice  of  those 
whfhove  vouSrSildron  to  the  value  of  tho  proceeding  and  beg 
that  they" will  romoraber  that  there  is  no  danger  or  discaafo 

attached  to  it.  ^ Pnovmonia  notified 

in  1944  as  a'O'ainst  16  in  1943.  ^Tith  the  exception  of  oases 
of  Erysipelas  there  ^l^ere  no  other  infectious  diseases  notified. 

^ ^ There  v/cre  10  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notixiod,, 

4 of  the  lungs  and  4 of  tho  glands  of  the  nook  and  2 in  other 
parts  of  the  body^  One  of  tho  pulmonary  cases  - a ol  1/ 

died  during  the  year. 

!ktoLSu2ElZ^^  incroased  yield  of  water  has  been  obtained  from 
tho  two  24"  boreholes  at  Rodsloy  Pumping  Station  as  a result  of 
lowering  and  overhauling  tho  pumps. 

per  houB  can  be  obbained  from  the  boreholes  with  the  pumpin^, 

level  at  consumption  of  water  is,  at  the 

present  time,  about  1.b0,000  gallons.  inches  as 

The  rainfall  during  rne  year  wao  3a. 71  inches  a. 

compared  v/ith  2';h47  inches  for  1943.  ^ nogrr  ‘hof'-n  corried  out 
I\T,p  ,;-rl.orni  ons  to  water  mains  have  been  carrica 

during  the  year.;;  ■ao"Council  supply  tho  Air  Ministry  with  water 
to  their  Da r ley  Mo or  sire. 
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Sewa^e^d^_e^  bacteria  bods  installed 

in  1942  arc  working  satisfactorily  and  producing  a good 

Gffluont.  additions,  extensions  or 

inprovonents  have  been  carried  out  in  soAA^.rago  or  sewage 
disposal  during  the  year  1^4  Ashbourne^ 

Aerodrome  is  treated  at  the  works  and  paid  for  by  the  Air 
Mi n is try 1 

....  acts 

— Looal  acts,  special  orders , adoption/ or  byelaws 
relating  to  Public  Health  came  into  force  during  tho  year. 

, Council  continue  to  collect  hopso  refuse 

weekly  from  all  propertios  in  tholr  district,  and  tins  is 

riTcsTin^^pd  of  in  a ileldruiQ.  he  fuse  Destructor*  t, 

disposed  of  in  materials  such  as 

tins  rags,  bonos.  botilos  and  rubber  vfhioh  is  still  rcquir 
fo?  saiyfgi.  Tins  are  baled  in  a hydraulic  press. 

Slaushtorhouscs  are  nav  in  use  by  the 
T-Tinistrv  of  Food  for  the  slaughter  of  animals  required  in 
ArSh!  AircaSasos  are  regularly  inspected  by  Sanitary 
Insphtor  and  condemnation  notes  issued  for  food  which  is  of 
unsatisfactory  quality  for  human  consumption. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obec^ient  Servant, 

ERTJEST  A.  SADLER, 

Medical  Officerof  Health. 


July  16th,, 
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